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WELCOME TO TENTION BOOKS 

We are very pleased that you are considering submitting material to 

Tention Books. 

As you will have seen from our website www.tentionbooks.com we are 

an independent publisher of adult fiction. We only publish fiction novels 

written in English of 80,000-100,000 words in the following genres: 

Mystery, Thriller, Suspense, Literary Fiction, Science Fiction/Fantasy, and 

Romance. We do not publish Erotica, Young Adult, Children's Books, 

Poetry, or any Non-fiction (including Memoirs). 

Furthermore, we only publish electronically for Amazon Kindle - though 

books can be added to other eBook retail stores later depending on 

author preferences. 

At Tention Books we like to work with writers who are serious about their 

writing. This does not mean you have to want to be a full-time writer, but 

it does mean that you are creatively engaged in the craft of writing. 

We may be small but we are not a vanity publisher. Hence, we are only 

interested in quality writing that is, in our view, commercially viable.  

Accordingly, we have set up a very streamlined and focused e-system 

which allows us to appraise submissions quickly and efficiently. Details of 

this are contained in this Guide. 

 

HOW THIS GUIDE WORKS 

This Guide will take you through the process of sending a submission to 

Tention Books. 

Along the way we will give you some handy tips of how to improve your 

chances of landing a publishing contract with us. While ultimately only a 

well-researched and well-executed piece of work will find a home with us, 

http://www.tentionbooks.com/


TENTION BOOKS SUBMISSIONS GUIDE FOR AUTHORS 
 

we nonetheless take the view that it is important to be transparent to 

authors about the way we work and the things we look for. The volume 

of submissions we deal with means that we cannot offer a critique on 

unsuccessful submissions, but at least you will have some idea of what we 

were looking for if your submission is rejected. 

Of course, all publishers make mistakes in their screening process at 

times, and reject a submission they later wish they had accepted. We at 

Tention Books make no claims to be perfect, but we believe our system 

will mean we make less of those mistakes. 

Appendix II of this Guide contains a checklist which you might find useful 

during the submission process which we will now describe. 

 

FIRST THINGS FIRST 

Because of the way our e-submission system works, we are only able to 

consider manuscripts sent to us on documents produced in a recent 

version of Microsoft Word. If you are unable to do this, then we will not 

be able to consider your submission and you need read no further. 

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO SEND US: AN OVERVIEW 

All submissions to Tention Books must be by email to 

admin@tentionbooks.com with the following Word attachments: 

1. A synopsis of your book 

2. The manuscript of your book 

We will now consider these in turn. 
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SYNOPSIS 

What is a synopsis? 

It is a short summary of your story in its entirety, including the major 

plotline, any twists and turns, and how it ends. It should be written in the 

third person present tense, and mention the major characters and the 

period and location in which your book is set. It should follow the same 

broad structure of your novel, be in non-salesman language, and be 500-

600 words in length. 

If you need any help with writing a synopsis, try searching on Google for 

‘fiction writers tips synopsis’. There are a ton of articles you can browse. 

A synopsis is very important, and it is the document we will read first. If 

we don’t like your synopsis, or it is full of grammar errors and spelling 

mistakes, or weirdly formatted and with a variety of fonts, it is extremely 

unlikely we will even look at your manuscript. 

Please don’t use too fancy a font for your synopsis: Times New Roman, 

Arial or Calibri or similar will do just fine. 

Your synopsis is the first impression that Tention Books will have of your 

writing. Please make sure it’s a good first impression. 

Your synopsis should be contained in a single Word file. The filename for 

the document should be 

YYMMDD_SYNOPSIS_BOOKTITLE_BY_AUTHOR 

So, the synopsis for a book entitled ‘The Writer’ by Delphine Hummel, 

which was sent to us on 20th November 2019 would have the filename 

191120_SYNOPSIS_THE WRITER_BY_DELPHINE HUMMEL.doc/docx 
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Please pay particular attention to getting the date part of the filename 

right since we at Tention Books make use of this in tracking progress on 

submissions. 

 

MANUSCRIPT 

We cannot over-emphasise how important it is that your manuscript has 

been properly edited. 

What do we mean by ‘properly edited’? As a minimum, we mean that the 

manuscript has been gone through to check for spelling, grammar, 

punctuation, and syntax; and for consistency in spelling, hyphenation, 

numerals, fonts, and in the use of dashes, italics and capitals. 

It is not specifically required for our purposes that your manuscript has 

been subject to developmental editing (also referred to as content 

editing). However, you may want to take a look at Appendix I of this Guide 

for some questions you might want to ask yourself about your manuscript 

before you send it to us. 

The manuscript you send to Tention Books should be in a Microsoft Word 

file, and complying with the following (‘Tention Books Format Rules’): 

• Use one of the following fonts: Times New Roman, Arial or Calibri 

• Set the font size to 12 

• Set line and paragraph spacing at 1.5 times 

• Set paragraph indentation at 0 (this is the Word default anyway) 

• Leave margins as Word default 

• Do not add headers or footers or page numbers 
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• Apply all the above to chapter titles, chapter numbers, headings, 

sub-headings and similar (in fact, apply it to everything) 

• You may use italics and underlining if you so wish 

• Fully justify the whole document, so that text is aligned to both the 

left and right margins 

• If you want to start a new page (e.g. at the end of a chapter), enter 

a page break, do not fill in with spaces 

• Do not include any cover page, title page, copyright page, dedication 

page or author profile: go straight into the book with either Chapter 

One or a Prologue 

• Do not use Word’s ‘Restrict Editing’ function 

Once you have a compliant Word document, give it the following filename 

YYMMDD_MANUSCRIPT_BOOKTITLE_BY_AUTHOR 

So, the Manuscript for a book entitled “The Writer” by Delphine Hummel, 

which was sent to us on 7th December 2020 would have the filename 

201207_MANUSCRIPT_THE WRITER_BY_DELPHINE HUMMEL.doc/docx 

As with your synopsis file, please pay particular attention to getting the 

date part of the filename right. 

 

EMAIL 

When you are ready to submit, send an email to 

admin@tentionbooks.com with the synopsis and manuscript Word files 

as attachments. 

The subject of your email should be SUBMISSION OF [BOOK NAME] 
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In the main body of your e-mail, please tell us if you have previously had 

work published and sign off the e-mail with the name by which you like to 

be addressed. 

We also require you to include the following text in your email (please cut 

and paste): 

“I confirm (1) that I am the author and sole holder of the worldwide 

copyright on this book; (2) the book contains no plagiarism or obscene or 

libelous material or anything else prohibited by law; and (3) all characters 

are fictitious and bear no relation to any person living or dead.” 

In the body text of your email, please also confirm that you have read The 

Tention Books Deal document, and tell us specifically which of our 

publishing contracts you are seeking: either the Author Choice Publishing 

Contract or the Standard Publishing Contract. 

If you have any sex scenes or passages of violence in your book, please 

mention in which chapters they appear. It is not that we are prudes or 

don’t enjoy a good punch-up, it’s just one of the things we like to look at 

early in the process. 

 

THINKING AHEAD 

If Tention Books decides to offer you a publishing contract for your eBook, 

we will require you do the following: 

1. Set up a new, separate email account (your ‘New Email’) and make 

sure your ‘old’ email account is specified as the recovery email 

address for your New Email 

2. Set up a new Amazon account separate from any Amazon account 

you already have and make sure your New Email account is the 
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email you use for login. Do NOT enter any payment information (e.g. 

credit cards, etc) into this account EVER. 

Why do we ask you to do this? 

First, it’s a good idea to have a separate email account used only by 

KDP/Amazon, so all this correspondence is in one place and doesn’t 

clutter up your usual email inbox. Also, you can use this account for 

communications with Tention Books if you want to so that all our 

correspondence is in the same place too. 

Secondly, when we come to load metadata onto Amazon, this is done via 

your Amazon account login and password. We don’t want access to your 

usual Amazon account which will contain details of your credit cards, etc, 

and for security reasons it is better for both our sakes that we cannot 

access this. 

Note that you don’t have to do this now, but you will have to do it if we 

offer you a publishing contract. 

 

WE’RE ALMOST DONE … 

EXCEPT FOR ONE IMPORTANT THING: RE-CHECK ON OUR WEBSITE 

SUBMISSIONS PAGE THAT TENTION BOOKS ARE CURRENTLY ACCEPTING 

SUBMISSIONS. CLICK HERE 

Please refer to the Submission Checklist at Appendix II of this Guide 

before submitting. You don’t need to include this Checklist with your 

submission email – it is as an aide memoire for you only. 

If you have any further queries, please feel free to email them to us via 

the Contact Us page on our website before you send us your submission 

tentionbooks.com/contact-us 

 

https://www.tentionbooks.com/submissions
https://www.tentionbooks.com/contact-us
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FINALLY 

We aim to acknowledge your submission within 48 hours, and to give you 

a decision on your submission within a month – sooner if we can. 

The very best of luck! 

If you have any comments or queries on our Guide or on your experience 

of our submissions process please feel free to email us via the Contact Us 

page on our website tentionbooks.com/contact-us 

 

https://www.tentionbooks.com/contact-us


APPENDIX I 

Some questions you might want to ask yourself about your manuscript 

 

1. Chapter One (and/or Prelude): does the opening grab the reader? (Especially 

the first sentence/paragraph/page.) Are the ‘hooks’ and language good? 

2. End of last chapter: is the ending satisfying/tantalizing/too much of a cliff-

hanger? 

3. Read beginning and end of every chapter. Rising/falling/grabbing the reader’s 

attention and making them speculate about what happens next? 

4. Major characters: are they interesting/intriguing/different enough? Do we 

want the reader to be rooting for them or hating them or do we want the 

reader’s perspective on them to change (maybe multiple times)? Is the 

structure of their dialogue consistent with who they are? 

5. Minor characters: have we drawn them quickly and just revealed enough 

information to make them credible and viable? (Note: we may be relying on 

some of these characters to introduce humour or disgust into the story.) 

6. Tone: is there sufficient variety? Are the funny bits really ‘funny’, the 

horrifying bits really ‘horrifying’, etc? Is the reader being taken on an 

emotional roller-coaster ride, because they should be! 

7. Is the use of tenses (present, past, future) correct at all times? 

8. Slow pace: do some sections drag? If so, is there too much explanation 

which needs streamlining or is the section necessary at all? 

9. Too-fast pace: are more explanations needed, or does the development 

require a brake to be applied at this point? If things ‘jump’ too quickly, 

consider whether that damages storyline credibility. 

10. OVERALL PLOT. Are there too many subplots or not enough? Do the 

connections work? Is the story credible and if not what needs to be done to 

make it so? 

 



APPENDIX II 

Submissions Checklist 

 

Item Tick 
SYNOPSIS: Is it in a Word file?  
SYNOPSIS: Is it in an acceptable font?  

SYNOPSIS: Is it 500-600 words?  
SYNOPSIS: Does the Word file have the correct filename?  

MANUSCRIPT: Is it in a Word file?  
MANUSCRIPT: Has it been ‘properly edited’ (as defined by us)  

MANUSCRIPT: Does your Word file fully comply with the Tention 
Books Format Rules? 

 

MANUSCRIPT: Does the Word file have the correct filename?  
Have you read and understood the Tention Books Deal?  

Have you checked that Tention Books are open for submissions?  
EMAIL: Is the subject line of your email correct?  
EMAIL: Have you told us if you have previously had work 
published? 

 

EMAIL: Have you signed it with the name by which you prefer to 
be addressed? 

 

EMAIL: Have you included the “I confirm…” paragraph?  

EMAIL: Have you told us in which chapters of your book there are 
scenes of sex and/or violence? 

 

EMAIL: Have you confirmed that you have read the Tention Books 
Deal? 

 

EMAIL: Have you told us whether you want the Author Choice 
Publishing Contract or the Standard Publishing Contract? 

 

 

If you have ticked all of the above boxes, you are good to go. 
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Tention Books looks forward to receiving your submission! 


